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must necessarily result from it.    Either point after
point must  be given up as essential, in order to
conserve   outward   unity   amidst the disputes to
which logical  distinctions  incessantly give  rise;
or the process of division into sects must go on till
our outward religious life becomes pulverized into
minutest atoms.    Of each of these results we have
abundant experience around us.    The number of
sects into which Protestant orthodoxy is divided,
and is still dividing, gives us too palpable an instance
of the latter; and no one probably will deny that
this tendency, if allowed to go forward unchecked,
can have any other than a dechristianizing influence,
iu loosing the bonds of religious catholicity, fra-
ternal communion, and the organic growth of the
Christian life.    With regard to the former result,
almost every Protestant communion has given an
instance of the process by which Christian Churches,
based too much on logical propositions, naturally
slide down the scale through all the intermediate
points,   until,    in   logical   Unitarianism,   or   in
that entire Rationalism to which it still further
tends, they find the " dissidence of dissent and the
[ultra] Protestantism of the Protestant religion."

There is this delusion, too, attaching itself to a
logical theology in its process towards naturalism,
namely, that when formal propositions come to be
more and more regarded as the essential elements
of Christianity, the theological system is considered
by its advocates to be so much the more deep and
perfect in proportion as these propositions become